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This book is respectfully dedicated to the tour
personnel of the United States Military Liaison
Mission in Berlin, who daily are potential
victims of the same kind of senseless violence
that befell Major Nicholson.
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INTRODUCTION

(U) The murder of Major Arthur D. Nicholson, Jr., by a
Soviet sentry on 24 March 1985 had an impact on United States
and Soviet relations that is still being felt to this day. A
new Soviet premier and a seasoned American president were
gently probing to see if there were some areas where they might
reach agreements that would reduce tensions between the two
nations. Major Nicholson was not the only victim of the
sentry's rifle on that fateful day -- US and Soviet relations
were equally brutalized, and it would take several years for
them to get back on track.

(-, This book tells the story of the Nicholson incident
and subsequent attempts by the US Government to ensure that
other United States Military Liaison Mission (USMLM) personnel
in East Germany would not be victims of such senseless vio-
lence. As the wounding of Master Sergeant Charles Barry in
September 1987 so clearly indicated, it was not entirely a
successful effort. And yet, most would agree that the promises
and understandings that emerged from the series of meetings
between the US and Soviet military staffs have made it clearer
what the rules of the game are for USMLM operations in East
Germany. (In any discussion of USMLM the fact that USMLM
engages in intelligence-gathering activities, it should be
remembered, is classified CONFIDENTIAL.)

( } Are there any lessons to be learned from these
events? Many participants thought the negotiations were so
narrowly focused that they would have little long-term impact
on US-soviet relations. But, those who have been observing the
Soviets as they negotiate -on the elimination or reduction of
nuclear weapons of various sizes will recognize many of the
same Soviet goals and tactics that occurred after the Nicholson
shooting. It is a testament to Soviet dexterity in manipula-
ting Western public opinion that Premier Mikhail Gorbachev was
able to launch successfully his various openings to Western
nations close upon the heels of such an unfavorable series of
events. Moreever, the Soviet response to American protests
over the Sergeant Barry shooting seemed to signal a new
responsibility on the part of the Soviets in resolving such
incidents, and, although it is much too soon teo say so, it 1is
possible that future historians may look back at these events
and cite them as a turning point in US and Soviet relations in

Europe.
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CHAPTER ONE

THE NICHOLSON INCIDENT

(U) Notification of an Accident

. ) Colonel Roland Lajoie, Chief of the USMLM, was just
entering his house in Berlin at 1830 when he heard the
telephone ringing. It was Sunday, the 24th of March 1985, and
he was returning from USMLM's Potsdam House, where he had been
serving as duty officer for the day. USMLM's staff duty NCO
told Colonel Lajoie that the Soviet External Relations Branch
(SERE)* had informed him at 1807 that there had been an
accident involving USMIM car #23 and he was to meet Colonel
Yuriy V. Pereverzev, Chief of SERB, at the site of the
accident. Colonel Lajoie asked, "Where is the site?" The
staff duty NCO replied, "I don't know, but they said you
knew." Colonel Lajoie told him that this was the first he had
heard of the accident and that he was on his way to the mission

in Berlin.**

(.) Colonel Lajoie changed his clothes and hurried to
the Berlin Mission, arriving there at 1845. By this time the
on-call soldiers were beginning to arrive and therd was
considerable activity at the mission as a result of confusing
and conflicting information received from SERB. He kept trying
to call SERB, but apparently they were calling the mission and
all their lines were tied up. About an hour later, Colonel
Lajole finally got through and was told to report to the
Ludwigslust area. Further inquiry revealed that he was to meet
Colonel Pereverzev 3 kilometers south of Ludwigslust on
Highway 191.

* (U) SERB was USMIM's normal point of contact with the Group
of Soviet Forces in Germany (GSFG), USAREUR's Soviet counter-
part organization in the German Democratic Republic.

**%* (U) The USMIM occupied two facilities. Its official "home"
was at the house and compound furnished by GSFG at Potsdam,
referred toc as Potsdam House. USMIM also maintained an <
administrative headquarters at a site in West Berlin
approximately two blocks from the Clayallee compound that
housed both the headquarters fo the US Army, Berlin, and the US
Mission, Berlin (State Department). '

DECLASSIFIED ON 25 OCTOBER 2004
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i ) Prior to getting through to SERB, Colonel Lajoie had
made rrangements to take two of the mission personnel with
him. He would be accompanied by Lieutenant Colonel Lawrence G.
Relley, US Marine Corps, who was the Naval Representative
(NAVREP) at the mission as well as being an excellent linguist
and familiar with the Ludwigslust area. The driver was to be
Staff Sergeant Randy B. Everett, US Army.

v} With the wvehicle ready to go and Colonel Lajole sure
the mission was organized to support the recovery effort, the
three left at 1938 for Ludwigslust. After crossing the
Glienicke Bridge into East Germany, they averaged 160 kilo-
meters per hour on the way to Ludwigslust, an unusual speed for
mission vehicles, which normally tried very hard not to attract
undue notice by Soviet and East German personnel. The car
arrived in the Ludwigslust area at approximately 2030 and
passed a Soviet officer who seemed to be waiting for them.
When it backed up to him, he informed Colonel Lajoie that he
should continue down the road for 300 meters, where he would be
met by an escort officer. Driving down the road, Colonel
Lajoie saw standing by a Soviet jeep a SERB officer by the name
of Lieutenant Colonel Tetyakov. He wore a particularly somber
look, and Colonel Lajoie immediately had a bad feeling that
something extremely serious had happened. Tetyakov said,
"Please follow me," and Colcocnel Lajoie got back in the mission
car and followed him down the road to an intersection, where a é
traffic regulator indicated which direction they were to take. %!

(- + The party drove onto the Ludwigslust Training Area
at approximately 2100 and proceeded around a large shed with
bay doors that Colonel Lajoie recognized as being the tank
range house on Ludwigslust Subcaliber Range 475. There was a
large crowd of approximately 50 soldiers standing in a dark
field which was partially illuminated by several Soviet
vehicles. Getting out of their vehicle, the USMIM party was
met by a group of Soviet officers. When Colonel Lajoie asked
to speak to Colonel Pereverzev, he was told that he had missed
him on the road and that he would be there in a few minutes.
Further questioning revealed for the first time that Major
Nicholson had been shot and killed by a Soviet guard. At that
point Colonel Lajoie could see vehicle #23 and Major
Nicholson's body lying next to it. When he tried to walk in
that direction, he was blocked by the Soviet officers who
insisted that he wait for Colonel Pereverzev. After being
assured that Staff Sergeant Jessie G. Schatz, Major Nicholson's
driver, was safe inside the tour vehicle, Colonel Lajoie
returnéd to_his vehicle to await the arrival of Colonel

Pereverzev.l

e
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USMIM vehicle, Mercedes 280 Gelaendewagen, .used during
Nicholson incident.




(U) The Tour

L ; Preparations for the fatal tour had begun
routinely enough. Major Nicholson had received his recon-
naissance briefing (RECON BRIEF) on Friday, 22 March, from
Major Thomas G. Wyckoff. Major Wyckoff later recalled that,
."Major Nicholson was an experienced officer, quite familiar
with this route, and Ludwigslust 475 was not discussed in
particular." A previous tour, led by Major Robert W. Wise, had
been in the area on 18 March, and Major Nicholson was sent to
discuss his upcoming tour with Major Wise. Ironically,
Sergeant Schatz had been Major Wise's driver on that tour. A
portion of the 18 March tour had been conducted on Ludwigslust
475; however, while approaching the tank storage shed, Major
Wise had spotted two Soviet soldiers standing next to a
campfire and had decided immediately to leave the area. It
should be pointed out that this brief sighting of Soviet
soldiers on the training area was not considered unusual. The
Iudwigslust portion of the Nicholson tour was not the priority
target, and the tour as a whole was not considered a high risk
endeavor. All they were to accomplish at Ludwigslust was to
monitor the area for activity, acquire side numbers from
armored vehicles and vehicle registration numbers from trucks,
and to note the types of equipment used in the area. 1In
addition, standing mission orders for tours in such training
areas also included photographing new training boards,
acquiring chassis production numbers for unattended vehicles,
and gathering technical data on any unattended vehicles of high

interest.?2

L J Major Nicholson and Sergeant Schatz departed the
Berlin Mission at 0900 on 24 March and drove to Potsdam House,
where they drew rations and equipment for their tour. Colonel
Lajoie, who was serving as staff duty officer that day at
Potsdam House, had a lengthy discussion with Major Nicholson
before the tour departed at 1015. Their departure was noted by
the East German policeman who routinely manned a guard post
next to the entrance of Potsdam House. On the way to
Ludwigslust they conducted activity checks at several sites,
became mired in the mud and had to winch the vehicle out with
the help of an East German civilian, and gathered trash at a
training area which had recently been vacated by a Soviet unit
-~ all fairly routine activities for a tour. As they neared
Ludwigslust they noticed fresh tank tracks as well as track
scars on the asphalt, which, together with other indicators,
told them that something might be going on in the vicinity of
Training Area 475. They decided to stick with their plan, but
to proceed with great caution.3

AR
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( ) The tour arrived at Ludwigslust Training Area at
approximately 1520 by a route that kept them out of the nearby
Luebtheen permanently restricted area (PRA),* which was 180
meters away. Ludwigslust 475, typical of Soviet training
areas, was not enclosed by a fence and was easily accessible by
many forest roads and trails. As the tour approached the
subcaliber tank range, it stopped at the woodline and then
doubled back along the trail. As they approached the shed on
another trail, they twice stopped the vehicle and shut off the
engine to listen for indications of a Soviet presence -- none
was heard.

{ ) They then drove to the woodline where they
observed the tank parking shed. Next to the shed was a small,
unattended open guard stand with a telephone on it; a three-
walled static training aid which contained various training
posters; and a tank mock-up. As they drove slowly past the
shed in order to check the rear of the shed and the range
itself, Major Nicholson scanned the area with his binoculars
before deciding it was safe to leave the vehicle. While Major
Nicholson photographed training posters on a static training -
aid located at the rear of the shed, Sergeant Schatz -- in
accordance with USMLM operating procedures —-- stood on the
front seat with the upper half of his body extended through the
vehicle's sun roof so that he could provide visual security for
Major Nicholson. No Soviet personnel were observed while Major
Nicholson was photographing the training posters. Major
Nicholson returned to the vehicle; they secured the doors and
the sun roof, and then drove to the front of the tank shed.

.~ j After once again scanning the area with his
binoculars, Major Nicholson instructed Sergeant Schatz to
position the vehicle so that he could provide visual security
while Major Nicholson approached the shed. Just prior to Major
Nicholson's getting out of the vehicle, Sergeant Schatz thought
he saw someone on the top floor of the two-tiered range tower
mounted on the roof of the shed. Major Nicholson looked at the
tower with his binoculars and handed them to Sergeant Schatz so
he could see that what he had observed was a uniform shirt or
blouse hanging in the window. Satisfied that the area was

* (U) Periodically, the three Allied headquarters and GSFG
exchanged maps showing those parts of their respective zones of
responsibility that were "permanently restricted areas” to
which the liaison missions of the other headquarters were
denied access.
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Tank Parking Shed =-- Ludwigslust

(photo previously taken on 18 March 1985)
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Another view of the tank parking shed on Ludwigslust

(Photo previously taken on 1 December 1977)







































































































































































































